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Article I, Section 2 of the US Constitution states that the number of representatives 

assigned to each state should be proportional to its population, but what exactly does 

that mean? It turns out that our nation's founders weren't exactly sure. What resulted 

was 150 years of politicians, bureaucrats, and mathematicians arguing over a 

surprisingly tricky math problem. We'll attempt to answer this question ourselves, and 

then walk through the history that brought us to the method used today. 


